Employment such as this will only make the men less active when they return, if they ever do, to genuine competitive labour. Still more dangerous is the suggestion that the unemployed might get work from private employers, and deficiency of wages be made up out of the rates. Such an expedient was proposed and tried in the early part of last century, with the result of reducing nearly the whole working class to practical pauperism, while astute employers found it cheaper to take into their service paupers whose insufficient wages were eked out by doles from the rates than to engage independent labourers. It is perhaps impossible to prevent the rates being the pension fund of the aged poor, but we shall enter upon a more dangerous development when we allow them to become the wage fund of the able-bodied.
